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nown for its volcanoes, geysers, hot springs and lava 

fields, the Nordic Island nation of Iceland is not just 

Jefined by its dramatic landscape. Many who live in 
Iceland also believe that unknown creatures exist. 

In fact, some claim to see and even interact with the 
Huldufólk (Hidden People), also known as elves. Iceland- 
ers have great respect of these elves and try not to disturb 
them. There is one location that seems to be extremely 
active with paranormal activity: Gatklettur (“Hellnar 
Arch”). Here are few of the cryptids that are said to hand 
out by Hellnar Arch. 


The Shore Laddie 

The Shore Laddie has been seen a few times at 
Hellnar Arch. This creature, comparable in size to a ram, 
sports a coat of brownish fur and features a visage remi- 
niscent of seals and otters, complete with fangs. Its limbs 
are the subject of debate: Some argue they end in hooves, 
while others contend they are webbed, akin to those of 
aquatic animals. 

According to tour guide Magnus Arnason, the Shore 
Laddie is an herbivorous creature that is harmless and will 
shy away from the sight of people. While some say the 
Shore Laddie eats sheep and pregnant women, Arnason 
says this is all hogwash. 

Shore Laddies, just like the elves of Iceland, are seen 
frequently. There have been three sightings alone of this 
cryptid at the Hellnar Arch. 

Another legend is that the Shore Laddie is seen most 
often during sheep breeding season and it has been ac- 
cused of impregnating ewes and creating disabled mon- 
strous lambs. Once again, Arnason says this 1s all made 
up. In fact, he encountered a Shore Laddie himself when 
he was 14 years old. The creature came out of a hole in 
his father’s farm, made a yelping noise, and ran away. 

When Shore Laddies encounter humans, they report- 
edly run to the ocean to get away. 
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The Shore Laddie, a cryptid resembling a mix between 
seals and otters, is reportedly a benign, herbivorous 
entity often spotted at Hellnar Arch. It’s about the size 
of a ram and sports brownish fur. 


The Hrökkáll 

Another cryptid that is seen near Hellnar Arch is the 
Hro6kkall, an eel with iron-hard scales and razor-sharp 
fins. It is two feet long and lives in stagnant ponds, pollut- 
ed waters, and occasionally rivers. The creature has been 
seen recently along the shoreline and at the Hellnar Arch. 

Legend has it that the creature will secrete a corrosive 
poison that it can utilize to burrow through the earth. They 
lie in wait for someone to step into the waters in which they 
live, then wrap themselves around the victim’s legs. 

In 1932, two local men came upon a woman writhing 
on the ground. Around her neck was the dreaded Hrök- 
kall, which was choking the woman. One of the locals 


pulled out a knife and sliced the Hr6kkall. It then slithered 
away into a hole. Sheep are said to be safe from the Hrék- 
kall, because their legs are too narrow for them to gain 
hold. In Icelandic, the term “Hr6ékkall” refers to Electro- 
phorus electricus, which is known as the electric eel species. 


The Hellnar Arch Merman 

According to tourist Jokull Olafsson, the Hellnar 
Arch Merman is six feet tall. Most people that have spot- 
ted the Hellnar Arch Merman say that he is very hideous 
looking, and the creature’s stomach hangs down and 
overlaps the groin area. 

It also has long hind legs that are positioned under- 
neath it. The creature also has short arms with claws. The 
transparent skin of this creature is described as larvae 
skin. The eyes are large, and the Hellnar Arch Merman is 
known to stare with its big, buggy eyes. The creature also 
has long, sharp teeth. 

It is said that when a sailor sees a merman in the sea, 
itis a sign that a storm is approaching or that someone 
will die. The creatures will sometimes come up on small 
inlets or secluded beaches to escape bad weather. They 
most often come ashore at night and will avoid crowds 
and loud noises. The mermen are known to brush off 
bullets from their fur. 

In 1847, four merman went on a fisherman’s boat and 
dragged six fishermen into the sea and drowned them. The 
locals believe that these mermen ate the fisherman. 

A few people have seen a merman that sits on top of 
the Hellnar Arch, and when people approach the arch, 
the merman will jump into the sea to avoid the humans. @ 


